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ATHABASCA — A man accused of 
aggravated sexual assault of a minor 
pleaded guilty to that and two other of-
fences. 

In the Court of Queen’s Bench in 
Edmonton July 29, Jacob McKinney, 
35, sat rocking back and forth with his 
arms crossed as his lawyer Will van 
Engen and Crown prosecutor Sandra 
Christensen-Moore informed Justice 
Susan Richardson of a plea deal. 

There is a publication ban on the 
name of McKinney’s victim and their 
parents. 

van Engen apologized for the late 
start as he was concerned about the 
mental and physical well-being of 
McKinney who had told him he was 
unwell. 

“Mr. McKinney advised me he’s in 
the middle of a mental health crisis,” he 
said. “He was diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder after these offences.” 

McKinney was charged with six 
counts in total following the Nov. 13, 
2020, incident; aggravated sexual as-
sault, sexual contact with a child, two 
counts of choking with intent, one 
count of assault, and one count of 
housebreaking with intent and mis-
chief damage. 

When Justice Richardson asked 
McKinney how he pleaded, he plead-
ed guilty to sexual assault, assault and 
housebreaking, as agreed between the 
Crown and defense. 

Christensen-Moore then read in the 
record of events. 

“At approximately 3 p.m. Nov. 13, 
2020, Mr. McKinney went to his co-
worker's home where they had sup-
per and sat by a fire outside,” she 
said. “They both consumed alcohol 
throughout the afternoon and night.” 

Close to midnight McKinney went 
inside and his co-worker put him in a 
spare bed upstairs and went back down 
to clean up. 

When he returned inside a short 
while later he discovered McKinney in 
his child’s bedroom where McKinney 
and the child were in a state of undress 
and he had the child pinned down and 
covered their mouth causing bruising 
and cuts from their teeth. 

A fight ensued and the father was 
able to get McKinney out of the house. 

“Mr. McKinney pushed his way back 
inside and then continued to fight (with 
the father),” said Christensen-Moore. 
“(The father) grabbed an unloaded 
firearm from the top of the freezer to 
persuade Mr. McKinney to leave but he 
grabbed the gun and the two struggled.” 

See SEX OFFENDER, page 7
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ATHABASCA – An abandoned 
house often frequented by local 
homeless people needs to be torn 
down, a resident told town coun-
cil last week.

Rod Kerr was before Athabas-
ca town council June 2 to express 
his concerns over homeless peo-
ple using a neglected house near 
his own home as a place to live. 
He requested council consider 
raising taxes on that property, 
or intervening and demolishing 
it altogether. 

“One of the things that was 
mentioned to me and I’ve no-
ticed myself is that abandoned 
buildings (and) homes are at-
tracting undesirable activities 
from homeless people and drug 
addicts,” Kerr explained. “People 
are using them. They don’t have 
sanitary services.” 

Kerr, who is also president of 
the local Citizens on Patrol chap-
ter, added he has been “trying for 

years” to find a remedy for the 
situation by talking to council, 
bylaw officers, health inspectors 
and the RCMP, all of whom he 
says are unable to help. 

“What I’m saying is that we 
need to be looking at increased 
taxation or penalties for aban-
doned buildings and houses in 
Athabasca because they need 
to be dealt with. And just so you 
know, the health inspec-
tor doesn’t want to do anything,” 
Kerr said. “So, I think that we 
need to take the bull by the 
horns and get after these people 
that own them and put some 
penalties on them if they’re not 
going to board them up properly 
or bulldoze them or are just go-
ing them leave them.” 

Athabasca RCMP Detachment 
commander Staff Sgt. Paul Gil-
ligan, also in attendance at the 
meeting to give a crime stats re-
port, was asked his thoughts and 
he agreed with Kerr. 

Resident wants abandoned 
building demolished
Homeless in Athabasca have few options 
when looking for shelter

See BUILDING, Page 3

hiSTory UP iN SMoKE
Westlock county firefighters were called to the scene of a fire at the Jarvie general Store 
early in the morning June 1, but the 100-year-old building could not be saved. See the 
story and more pictures on Page 25.
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ALL HAIL THE KING! — Elvis tribute artist Al Leblanc belts out a number during Saturday 
performances at the 14th-annual Blue Suede Music Festival held at the Westlock Ag Grounds 
Aug. 5-7. This was the first year Westlock played host to the festival which had previously been 
held yearly in Busby — the event had to be cancelled the last two years due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. See more photos on Page 28 of this week’s edition.

Five years for 
sex offender

Event occurred in Athabasca 
County in 2020
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