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Rick Kachur of Langenburg, SK, was among the Clydesdale horse owners to show at the Minnedosa Fair
and Exhibition over the dates of July 16 and 17. Braiding a horse’s mane and tail is all part of showing
and dates back centuries. Compared to ponies or light horses, a sturdy stool is often required to braid

this type of draft horse due to their height, as after-all, they are known as gentle giants.

Chronic Wasting Disease heing monitored in area

RACHEAL FLINTOFT

Minnedosa Tribune

Updated actions by the province
have been executed in response to
the probable spread and future pre-
vention of Chronic Wasting Disease
(CWD) across Manitoba.

These additional actions include
the expansion of the mandatory
sample submission zone for har-
vested cervids (deer), as well as a
newly established mule deer hunt-
ing season in defined areas along

the western and southern borders
of Manitoba.

“Manitoba has instituted a mule
deer season whereby licensed hunt-
ers can harvest up to three mule
deer with a very reasonable fee of
$5 per tag, and with the purpose be-
ing able to significantly reduce the
numbers of mule deer,” explained
Robert Sopuck, a wildlife specialist,
and retired Member of Parliament
(MP) for the constituency of
Dauphin-Swan River-Neepawa.
“Mule deer are especially suscepti-

ble to CWD and are fairly recent ar-
rivals in Manitoba.”

A cervid population program
was put into place last fall, after
CWD was first identified in Mani-
toba following the testing of a mule
deer near Dropmore. After the ini-
tial findings, at the time there was
a temporary hunting ban initiated
in GHA 22 zone, as well as ongoing
sample collections. Since, there has
been four more mule deer test posi-
tive for CWD along the Manitoba-
Saskatchewan border.

“T was very heartened to hear
about the cooperation from the en-
tire hunting community, including
licensed and rights-based hunters,”
Sopuck said. “This is yet another
example of hunters stepping up to
the plate when it comes to conserv-
ing and protecting our precious
wildlife resources.”

The reduction in the population
of all cervids - deer, elk, moose,
and caribou - as well as the overall
health of the cervid population, has
been priority for Manitoba Natural

Resources and Northern Develop-
ment (MNRND), who initiated the
additional CWD measures.

Game hunting areas along the
Saskatchewan border will require
hunters to submit samples of all
deer taken, including white tails,
for testing, Sopuck said.

“This testing will determine
whether the disease is spreading
and the location of pockets of infec-
tion.”

SEE FALL SAMPLING, PAGE 2
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