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By Sheila Runions
      Banner Staff

As repor ted  i n  t he 
March 9 edition, the 
Grade 12 Interdisci-

plinary Studies in Science class 
at Rivers Collegiate planned a 
project for Riverdale Harvest. 
Dubbed the Boat Load of Food, 
students secured a canoe from 
Rolling River School Division 
with an intent to f i l l it with 
non-perishables. Although the 
campaign was fully organized 
by that class, the original idea 
came from a suggestion made 
by harvest volunteer Liliane 
Dupuis.

“I heard the idea at a meet-
ing in Brandon. St. Augustine 
School had tried Fill a Canoe 
in conjunction with the 10-day 
Festival du Voyaguer in Win-
nipeg in February. It was very 
successful and whenever I hear 
food bank, my ears always perk 
up!”

She then brought the sug-
gestion to Riverdale Harvest, 
which supported the idea and 
asked her to present the promo-

tion to the schools.
Pupils co-ordinated the entire 

month-long promotion, which 
culminated in a ceremonious 
presentation on March 20 to 
Riverdale Harvest president 
Heather Gray and Liliane. 

Because the snow had melted 
so much, the canoe could not 
be portaged across the street to 
Zion Church (home of River-
dale Harvest). Rather, the teens 
carried bags, boxes and garbage 

cans from the school foyer into 
the church basement the after-
noon of March 21, where the 
food was weighed and sorted. 
Although the project was a sen-
ior students brainstorm, the en-
tire high school was encouraged 
to participate. The collegiate 
hosted a poor boy f loor hockey 
tournament in which to play, 
athletes had to pay with food for 
the canoe. Some students also 
canvassed Rivers, Oak River 

and Chimo Beach areas for con-
tributions from the community. 
When all was said and done, 
the scales at Riverdale Harvest 
noted a total of 434 pounds, “a 
fabulous amount,” says Heather. 
“We are so pleased they decided 
to help those we serve. A lot 
of times kids don’t get enough 
credit but this group of students 
certainly deserves some praise. 
All students stayed behind to 
help check expiry dates, sort and 

put away in the proper place on 
the shelving units. They were 
fantastic! We are very, very 
pleased.”

Elementary school staff mem-
ber/Harvest volunteer Yvonne 
Crouch initiated a similar cam-
paign in her school. That three-
week effort simply encouraged 
students to leave product in 
the canoe; 87 pounds of food 
was collected from the younger 
group on Thursday, March 22.

Can collections for canoes
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The canoe at Rivers 
Elementary School was 
adequately filled.

Back row L/R: Meghan 
Knelsen, Erich Schmidt, 
Thom Heijmans, Heather 
Gray, Liliane Dupuis. Front 
row L/R: Minami Kijima, Haile 
Hubbard, Chassidy Payette, 
Morgan Ramsay, Bryce 
Summers, Quinn Hrabok.
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Fire destroys home in Rivers

YOUR DREAM YARD LIVES 
AT  L IV INGSTONE OUTDOOR

1610 BYNG AVE. BRANDON - EAST SIDE OF THE 18TH ST. BRIDGE! Due to bridge 
construction, come south on 16th St. N ,turn right on Stickney Ave. turn left on Byng Ave.

HOURS M-F 8AM-6PM | SA 9AM-5PM | SU 10AM-5PM

On Saturday, July 16 
at 3:49 p.m., Rivers/Daly 
Fire Department was 
dispatched to a report 
of a structure f ire in the 
600 block of 4th St. in 
Rivers. Upon arrival, 
they found the east side 
of the home completely 
engulfed in f lames.

Fire command im-
mediately called for mu-
tua l a id. Rapid City 
Emergency Services re-
sponded with members 
and equipment, includ-
ing their pumper, rescue, 
and tanker. Oak River 

Fire responded and sent 
their Tanker for support. 
Rivers Pol ice Serv ice 
and Rivers EMS were 
dispatched to provide 
assistance as needed.

The f irst priority was 
to check for occupants. 
Once it was conf irmed 
that there were no oc-
cupants in the home 
(including no animals), 
the response switched 
to an external attack as 
it was deemed that the 
home was beyond saving. 
The focus then became to 
protect the surrounding 
homes, vehicles, etc.

Portable water tanks 
were set up at 4th & Col-

umbia and in the middle 
of the 600 block of 4th 
St. to ensure that a water 
supply was always avail-
able, as multiple water 
lines were being utilized. 

Once the f i re was 
under control, Kroeger 
Backhoe Services was 
cal led in to demolish 
the home, ensuring that 
the f ire was completely 
extinguished without the 
possibility of re-ignition. 
The scene was cleared at 
10 p.m.

Many thanks to the 
members of Rivers Fire 
who were able to attend, 
and to Rapid City Emer-
gency Ser v ices ,  Oak 

River Fire, Provincial 
911 Local 803, Rivers 
Police Service, Rivers 
EMS, Riverdale Munici-
pality, Kroeger Backhoe 
Serv ices Ltd., Shel ly 
Moms Kitchen, Tempo 
Place Emporium, and all 
of the citizens of Rivers 
that came to help. Shelly 
Moms and several cit-
izens from town supplied 
bottles of water to the 
f iref ighters, and Tempo 
supplied them with pizza. 
Helpful onlookers saw 
f iref ighters trying to pull 
the hose line and helped 
by grabbing a section and 
moving it to where the 
f iref ighters needed it to 

be. Rivers Fire sincerely 
appreciates all the help, 
especially on a very hot 
day.   

Once aga in,  thank 
you to the f iref ighters 
in ensuring that the f ire 

was contained to a single 
home, with no damage to 
any surrounding homes. 
The cause of the f ire is 
undetermined. 
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Rivers/Daly Fire Department was dispatched to a report of a structure fire in the 600 block of 4th St. in Rivers 
the fire was under control and the scene cleared. 

The home was found to be beyond saving once it 
was confirmed that there were no occupant inside. 


