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The stands at the Rockyford Rodeo grounds were packed over the July 22 to 24 weekend
as spectators flocked to the 63rd annual Rockyford Rodeo. There were events for every-
one to enjoy, from the Kids and Adult Catch and Keep which saw kittens, piglets, chicks,

and even some llamas to the Wild Pony Races and the Bareback Bronco Riders.
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Town seeks public input on identifying housing needs

Lacie Nairn
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
The Drumbheller Mail

The Town of Drumbheller is looking to develop a
housing strategy and is asking residents to fill out an
online survey to help identify gaps and barriers, pri-
orities, and ideas to help meet the housing needs of
all residents in the community.

Along with the online survey, there are also two
public engagement opportunities scheduled for
Tuesday, July 26 in Midland and Wednesday, July 27
in Rosedale between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m.

“We want feedback from the community to under-
stand where we are now and where we should go,
says Economic Development manager Reg Johnston.

“We want (the community) involved in the pro-

cess.”

Mr. Johnston notes other surveys have been com-
pleted with employees at the Drumheller Institution
and Alberta Health Ser-
vices, along with council

and the real estate mar- We want
ket. These surveys con- feedback
firmed two concerns—a from the
limited short term rental community

market, and affordability to understand where

concerns.

. we are now and
‘ He adds the Residen- where we should go”
tial Development In-
centive Program, which Reg Johnston,
offers property tax ex- Economic Development

Mmanager,

emptions on new, eligi-
Town of Drumheller

ble developments, is al-

ready available, and Mr. Johnston is hopeful this will
spur some new developments in the community.

Under the program, eligible developments may
include single family detached residences, attached
or unattached town or row houses listed between
$180,000 and $350,000, as well as multi-unit residen-
tial rental properties with between four and 16 units
rented for less than $950 per month may qualify for
these incentives.

The Drumbheller Housing Strategy survey will be
open until Sunday, August 14, with information from
the survey and public engagements compiled by con-
sultants.

An interim report will come forward in September.
The full strategy is expected in December, pending
further housing data from the Stats Canada Census
in the fall.

| Pope Francis begins Pilgrimage of Penance.



