
Reducing the risk
CNRL had Exact Oilfield out with its skookum mulcher last week, doing some right of way clearing near Marten Beach. The result
was about a 30-metre-wide swath of about 30-year-old bush and trees removed, over 1,200 metres of pipeline right of way where it
passes near the hamlet. The work was arranged by the pipeline owner following a request from Dan Tarney' who organizes
FireSmart activities in Marten Beach, and is part of a multi-year effort to reduce the wildfire risk to the small community located
north of Slave Lake. Marten Beach’s eighth annual FireSmart Wildfire Community Preparedness Day is coming up next, on Aug.
20.

No decision
yet on his

own
candidacy

Joe McWilliams
Lakeside Leader

Lesser Slave Lake
MLA Pat Rehn has
joined the Danielle
Smith campaign for
United Conservative
Party Leader. Initially a
supporter of Travis
Toews for the party
leadership, Rehn re-

cently spoke out in fa-
vour of Smith, calling
her “the next Premier of
Alberta.”

Rehn told The Leader
last week his change of
heart came about
through hearing what
people were saying
about the leadership
candidates. Although he
considers Toews “a
good man” (as he said in
his video on Twitter an-
nouncing his change in
allegiance), people who
are unhappy with the Ja-
son Kenney government
think Toews is too

closely linked with the
Premier.

A Toews government

“would be like a Jason
Kenney 3.0,” he said.

The more people he
talked to, Rehn told The
Leader, the more he
found were “interested
in Danielle Smith.”

He said he spent time
looking into the posi-
tions of all seven candi-
dates, and found Smith
“clearly the best. So I
called her up.”

The result of that con-
versation is Rehn is now
offering his support to
Smith. This includes ac-
companying her in a
swing through Lesser

Slave Lake last week.
Smith made speeches in
Wabasca (morning),
Slave Lake (afternoon)
and High Prairie (eve-
ning) on Aug. 4. Rehn is
urging his constituents
to buy party member-
ships by the Aug. 12
deadline, without which
they can’t vote for the
UCP leader.

“I encourage every-
one who’s interested to
pay the $10 fee,” he said.
“Go to
daniellesmith.ca.”

Please see Page 3

MLA Rehn changes horses: switches support from
Travis Toews to Danielle Smith

Lesse Slave Lake MLA
Pat Rehn

Drone photo courtesy of Randy Elm
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