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As Swan Hills resi-
dents have undoubtedly 
noticed, a new major 
project is underway 
downtown. This endeav-
our aims to expand the 
greenspace in the town 
plaza, increasing the 
Town’s green infrastruc-
ture while reinventing 
and improving this pop-
ular public area. 

The majority of the 
funding for this project 
has come from the 
Canada Community Re-
vitalization Fund 
(CCRF), a $500 million 2-
year national infrastruc-
ture program aimed at 
building and improving 
community infrastruc-
ture to help communities 
recover from the effects 
of the pandemic. The 
CCRF is open to non-

profit organizations, mu-
nicipalities,  other public 
institutions, and Indige-
nous communities. The 
program also has fairly 
strict guidelines on how 
the funding can be used. 
Eligible projects include: 

• Revitalizing down-
town cores and main 
streets 

• Reinventing outdoor 
spaces 

• Creating green infra-
structure 

• Increasing commu-
nity space accessibility 

So far, the downtown 
project has included re-
claiming part of the west 
side of the parking area 
downtown and complet-
ing the concrete work for 
sidewalks and pads to 
support tables. Over the 
next couple of weeks, the 
next step will be to start 
landscaping the re-
claimed area to construct 

a green space and ex-
pand the existing down-
town park. This work is 
still being scheduled as it 
is weather dependent, 
with the weather also 
significantly affecting the 
landscaping contractor’s 

scheduling to balance 
out their other existing 
projects. 

Other features, such as 
tables and benches to 
create a sitting area (or 
areas), are planned for 
this project, but the de-

tails are still being final-
ized. Possible “museum 
pieces” with Swan Hills 
history and further infor-
mation about the Town 
have also been dis-
cussed, but the particu-
lars are still being 

worked out. 
Going by the work 

completed so far, this 
project looks like it will 
be a wonderful addition 
to our town and  a popu-
lar community attraction 
in the years to come.
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